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In this delightful rhyming tale with a touching message, Horton, the lovable elephant, tries to protect

tiny creatures on a speck of dust.
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Long ago my grandmother read this to me in English, teaching me morals and ethics and care for

unprotected life against callous and lethal imperialism, which probably served as part of the

foundation for my womb-to-tomb pro-life and pro-peace ethic in keeping with the teachings of our

Catholic Church.What a joy now to find such an excellent translation of this classic in allegedly

juvenile literature, which was first published in English in 1954, now translated in 2003.As someone

who loves to translate, ordinarily I battle with the translator, screaming the old slogan that they truly

prove that to translate is to betray (it sounds better in Latin or Spanish, etc.). In this case however I

am in awe of the ability and the faithfulness of Yanitizia Canetti, who remains so close to the spirit

and to the letter and to the complex rhyme scheme of the good Dr. Seuss. Ms. Canetti works

wonders in preserving natural speech and uncontorted vocabulary in presenting Dr. Seuss original.

Of course Spanish with its far more regular phonetics and syllabication may appear a simpler

language to rhyme, yet you really must hear this translation with full understanding of Spanish to



realize what an excellent translation this is.My only difficulty of course here on the border is the fact

that the word used to translate speck as in speck of dust unfortunately has another, more common

meaning locally, a meaning you may find at the end of any unabridged Spanish Dictionary, such as

the Velasquez. It is surprising that this term was chosen, as the book is printed in Mexico, very well

printed, of the quality and durability of the original Seuss publications.Over all I can highly

recommend this book for anyone of any age. SO much of Dr.
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